CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
Minutes of the Fine Arts Faculty Councit 


Friday, March 28, 1980 


Present: Chairman: A. Pinsky; Assoc. Dean E.F. Cooke; Mrs. A. Adams; 
Asst. Prof. W. Bottenberg; Assoc. Prof. J. Cazalet; 
Assoc. Prof. P. Cohen; Asst. Dean G. Gross; Mr. D. Hardy; 
Asst. Prof. P. Kofiler; Asst. Prof. R. Parker; Asst. Prof. D. Pariser; 
Ms. Loren Singer; Ms. Landon Mackenzie; Assoc. Prof. J.I. Smith 


Guest: Ms Marie-Josée Dauphinais 


Absent with Apologies: Assoc. Prof. §. Friedland 


Le Approyal of the minutes of the meeting of February 1, 1980 
1.2*Motion: (Gross, Cooke) "that Council approve and adopt the minutes of the 


meeting of February 1, 1980" 
CARRIED 


Ze Chairman's Remarks 


Dean Pinsky introduced the new President of the Fine Arts Students' 
Association for 1980-81, Ms Marie-Jgsée Dauphinais. 


Dean Pinsky noted that photographic material to redo the Fine Arts 
booklet was now being assembled. Changes are being made to 
indicate the new programmes and new facilities. and in due time 
everyone should be consulted regarding this material. 


With respect to the official opening of the building, the new date 
is Friday, September Sth between 4 and 7 p.m. 


hegaralng enrolment, the projected decrease is still before us, however, 
there will be another year before we can anticipate any drop. 


3 Announcements 


Assoc. Prof. Bottenberg outlined the upcoming Instrument Building 
Workshop which he has planned for April 10, 11 and 12th. 

Assoc. Prof. Cazalet announced that the Theatre section was presenting 
three separate one-act plays produced and directed by students and that 
there is an exhibition of scenography designs presently on in the Lobby 
of the Chameleon. 


Curriculum Report 


There was no curriculum committee report. 


Other Business 


Asst. Dean Gross noted that at present the Mature Student Entry 
Programme was being investigated within the University. He wished to 
have some sense of how faculty members in Fine Arts felt about changes 
to the present programs in Fine Arts for mature entry. 

The University Curriculum Co-ordinating Committee has proposed simply 
to require students to attain age 2] and be required to take 18 credits 
to become eligible for entry into the regular programmes within the 
various faculties. These 18 credits would be specified, however, by the 
Faculty. 

An alternative could be one in which the applicants would be tested in 
some way then recommendations made that certain courses were necessary 
as part of the 18 credits. 

Mrs. Adams questioned whether the drop-out rate had been looked into 
because she explained that within the Faculty of Fine Arts there was a 
high incidence of drop-outs among mature student entries. 

Concern was expressed by some faculty members regarding the general 
academic level for such courses. 


Dean Pinsky noted that in the near future, the mature student population 
will become a major concern since an increasing number of the general 
population will be people over 65. These people may very well make up 
some part of the Fine Art student population. The "waiving" system may 
more nearly meet Fine Arts needs. He noted also, that other 
universities in Quebec have been able to find the means to give students 
direct access to the 90 credit program. Our support of such a programme 
should be the one which provides the greatest possible flexibility as it 
applies to our Faculty. 


Off-Campus Courses 


Asst. Dean Gross noted that the Faculty had been asked to provide a 
Co-ordinator for Off-Campus activities. There has been an absence of 
supervision of this Faculty's off-campus courses. In the past part-time 
instructors have been asked to teach such courses. Perhaps full-time 
faculty should be requested to teach these courses. 

Comments from members included a request that there should be a direct 
liaison with John Fiset's office - someone to talk to students as well 
as relate to satelite operations - some of the courses could take the 
place of introductory programmes - liaison with other faculties is needed- 
such a person should be appointed perhaps with a course remission. 
Assoc. Prof. P. Cohen asked whether this was the beginning of a faculty 
philosophy regarding an "Open" university. 

Asst. Dean Gross noted that enormous initiative would be required in 
this respect. 


The Chairman noted that the Faculty must operate within the 
recommendations of the Conseil where universities have been given 
specific areas in which to work. In the case of Fine Arts, it has 
been suggested that perhaps we could reach out. The idea of finding 
someone to act as Co-ordinator of Off-Campus activities will be 
brought forward to Steering Committee. Among the duties of this 
person will be the forming of a Committee representing the various 
disciplines and section in order to see what can be developed. 


Mr. Dominic Hardy spoke to Council members about the past year and the 
feelings the students have regarding the new Visual Arts Building. He 
noted that there seemed to be an anti-community, negative spirit as 
evidenced by the slashing of the painting on the third floor. The 
talk about developing a community has not materialized. He explained 
that there is a history of things being ignored and that only a small 
percentage of people were interested in what was going on in the 
building. He noted that something must be done to find out what this 
place was about. 


Dean Pinsky explained that the question of vandalism was not unique to 
Fine Arts and that just recently there had been a report made regarding 
the rampant vandalism within the University on the Loyola campus. 

There was also the question of abuse which normally occurs after a 
party within the building. 

He did explain that for over two years we have had great hopes that 
upon moving into our own building, finally a feeling of community would 
be created. There is the question of whether the faculty, student or 
administration has really done enough to create a situation wherein the 
building of a community could occur. We have tried to provide things 
such as the gallery, the co-op, the lounge, and the cafeteria. We are 
not sure these things in themselves are going to create a community. 


Mr. Hardy explained that a lot of work must be done now on everyone's 
part to ensure and prepare students for a life in this building assuming 
that they are an integral part of it. 


Comments from faculty members - the building must he made to look more 
appealing physically - resources within the faculty could be used such 
as lunch-hour music and drama - Lacolle week-ends - more accessibility 
to the building - role of part-time faculty. 


Ms Marie-Josée Daughinais spoke regarding plans for the coming year 
which she hoped would help alleviate some of the problems. Her plans 
include - a welcome party at the beginning of the year 
- better teacher/student communication 
- stimulating discussion from outside to hecome regular events 
- a booklet containing information on current events would he 
produced. 


